
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
GT/DADIN/INF.65/13




22 March 2013


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

Working Group to Prepare


the Draft American Declaration on


the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

TELECONFERENCE OF THE SELECTION BOARD OF THE
SPECIFIC FUND TO SUPPORT THE ELABORATION OF THE 
AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Teleconference of the Selection Board of the
Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the 
American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
On March 20, 2013, at 10 a.m., a meeting was held by teleconference at the office of the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the Organization of American States (OAS), in Washington, D.C., in which took part Mrs. Ana Paola Riveros, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (hereinafter “Working Group”); Mr. Héctor Huertas, Representative for Central America; Mr. Rex Lee Jim, Representative for North America; Dr. Luis Toro Utillano, Principal Legal Officer, Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS; and Mrs. Verónica Alonso, Attorney, Department of International Law. 
In opening the teleconference, the Vice Chair of the Working Group consulted Mr. Héctor Huertas and Mr. Rex Lee Jim as to whether they wished to hold the teleconference without participation by every member of the Selection Board, specifically, without that of Mrs. Natalia Sarapura, Representative for South America, and Mr. Tony James, Representative for the Caribbean, since it had not been possible to contact them by telephone. In that regard, both Mr. Rex Lee and Mr. Héctor Huertas indicated their consent to hold the teleconference without participation by Mrs. Natalia Sarapura and Mr. Tony James.

Dr. Luis Toro Utillano explained that the Working Group was now headed by its Vice Chair, since the former Chair, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, had concluded his functions as Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS.
The Vice Chair then briefly summarized the difficulties encountered by the Specific Voluntary Fund in obtaining the resources necessary to ensure on-site participation by the indigenous peoples representatives in the meetings of negotiation, since the cost of indigenous participation in the Indigenous Caucus and plenary sessions of each meeting was approximately US$90,000, according to Department of International Law estimates. She also explained that, thanks to contributions from Mexico and Nicaragua, approximately $16,000 was now available in the Specific Fund.  However, this meant that that it would be impossible to hold a meeting of negotiation in this first semester of 2013, in which the OAS calendar year ended.

In reply to the question of Mr. Rex Lee Jim as to who had responsibility for fund-raising, Dr. Luis Toro Utillano explained that all OAS member states had that responsibility and that both the Vice Chair and the former Chair of the Working Group had sent letters to the observer states requesting contributions to the Fund but that, thus far, no contributions had been received. The Vice Chair explained that some member states had also informally expressed willingness to fund participation by their own indigenous representative selected by the Selection Board. However, she also indicated that not all member states had indicated such willingness. 

Mr. Rex Lee Jim suggested that a meeting be held in Guatemala during the General Assembly session to identify fund-raising solutions. Dr. Luis Toro Utillano indicated that a meeting held outside the General Assembly session would serve to demonstrate commitment on the part of both the General Secretariat and the member states, represented by the Vice Chair or a representative of her Mission. However, he noted that it was essential for indigenous representatives from all geographic areas, as well as the Selection Board members, to take part. 

Given the current situation of the Specific Fund of the Working Group, the Vice Chair indicated the member states’ interest in identifying alternative mechanisms that would enable indigenous peoples to take part in the negotiations of the Draft Declaration, with a view to achieving their prompt conclusion. In that context, the Vice Chair requested a vote of confidence from the indigenous representatives for work to be done on these mechanisms. She also consulted them regarding elements of possible interest to them with a view to their inclusion in the reflection process. 

The indigenous representatives responded positively to the proposal by the Vice Chair and requested no change to the procedure for selecting indigenous representatives now used by the Selection Board.
The Vice Chair of the Working Group expressed appreciation for and took note of the request and undertook to inform the member states of the proceedings of the teleconference. For his part, Dr. Luis Toro Utillano undertook to forward to all members of the Selection Board, including those not present, a summary of the email conversations.

The teleconference lasted 30 minutes, and interpretation of the participants’ comments was available in Spanish and English with a view to comprehension by all participants.
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